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General

1. Perennial forb growing to 1m

2. Nominated as among the 100 “World’s Worst” invaders

Geography and Habitat

1. Native: Eastern Asia: China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan

2. Habitat:

 Coastland, riparian zones, ruderal/disturbed areas, urban areas, wa-

ter courses, wetlands

 Wide range of tolerance: full shade, high temperatures, high salinity

and drought

 Distribution is limited by light, primarily occurs in open sites

Invasion Pathways

1. Escaped cultivation for agricultural and ornamental purposes

Sources

1. http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=91&fr=1&sts=sss&lang=EN

2. http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=POCEL

Polygonum cuspidatum
Japanese knotweed

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™

Photo: ©Elaine Haug. Provided by Smithsonian Institution, Department of Systematic
Biology-Botany. United States, VA, Woodbridge, Occoquan National Wildlife Refuge

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=POCU6


	Page1. Page Title

