
Recreating on Whiskeytown Lake is
the primary attraction to
Whiskeytown National Recreation

Area. Kayaking, sailing, swimming, water
skiing, scuba diving, snorkeling, and fishing
are all excellent ways to explore the lake
and enjoy the summer. Additionally, the
area surrounding the lake holds cultural
and natural treasures, which you can
explore while hiking, horseback riding, or
mountain biking.

Most people have heard of the California
Gold Rush and the Central Valley water
projects that define Whiskeytown’s cultural
history, but few know of the hidden
treasure of Whiskeytown—its outstanding
biodiversity! Species and habitats from
different climates collide in Whiskeytown
National Recreation Area. Western whiptail
lizards, indicative of dry and arid Great
Basin habitats, are found alongside species
that represent the great Pacific Northwest
forests—tailed frogs and Pacific yew trees.
As you enjoy the park’s many treasures, you
may be surprised to hear of the numerous

species and habitats at Whiskeytown and
the importance of this natural diversity that
is protected as a national park.

Features
Biodiversity at Whiskeytown explores the
important resource of biodiversity found
everywhere you look in the National
Recreation Area.

Here are highlights of the majors features
you can explore in this virtual experience.

• Welcome to Whiskeytown
Presents an introduction to Whiskeytown
National Recreation and the concept of
biodiversity. Begin your adventure being
watching a narrated video.

• Biodiversity at Whiskeytown
Examines the concepts of diversity and
biodiversity. Explore the different physical
features and processes that can influence
the diversity of an area. Learn about the
different types of diversity and how these
types and useful when monitoring
community health.

Experience the eight major
communities of Whiskeytown
National Recreation, including the
sights and sounds around Brandy
Creek Falls. (NPS Photo)

Visit Views of the National Parks online:
www2.nature.nps.gov/views

Located between the Cascade
Range, Coast Range, and
Sacramento Valley,
Whiskeytown National
Recreation Area is an area of
significant diversity. The
park's several plant commu-
nities and species diversity
reflect a broad range in
elevation, rugged topography,
and diverse soil types.

— Whiskeytown Fire
Management Plan

Biodiversity at Whiskeytown
A Views of the National Parks virtual experience
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U.S. Department of the Interior

Natural Resource Program Center
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• Communities
Immerses you in the eight different
communities found scattered throughout
Whiskeytown, from the cool waters of
Whiskeytown Lake to the high montane
chaparral of Shasta Bally. See what makes
each community unique, and where you
can visit each one.

• Conservation
Presents some of the various ways in which
the biodiversity at Whiskeytown can be
preserved. Learn about the multitude of
inventory, monitoring, and research
projects being conducted by the park staff
and cooperating researchers. Also, gain an
understanding how you can help preserve
and protect the resources of Whiskeytown.

• Planning Your Visit
Provides resources for planning a trip out
to Whiskeytown, including maps of the
region and the park, contact phone
numbers, mailing address, and links to
more resources found on the official park
Web site.

Partners
This module was developed in cooperation
with the staff members of Whiskeytown
National Recreation Area, the Klamath
Mountain Inventory and Monitoring
Network, and the Views of the National
Parks program of the Natural Resource
Program Center.

Contact us
WhiskeytownNational Recreation Area

Jennifer Gibson –  Ecologist
jennifer_gibson@nps.gov
(530) 242 - 3400

Views Project
Bruce Nash - Project Manager

bruce_nash@nps.gov
(303) 987 - 6697

Visit Whiskeytown online:
www.nps.gov/whis

After learning about the basics of
biodiversity, delve into the eight
major communities that make their
home in Whiskeytown National
Recreation Area.

... provide…for the public
outdoor use and
enjoyment…by present and
future generations, and
for the conservation of scenic,
scientific, historic, and other
values contributing to public
enjoyment of such lands and
water.

— Whiskeytown National
Recreation Area

enabling legislation
November 8, 1965

Public Law 89- 336

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICATM August 2005
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