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Wildlife Research in Grand Canyon

A Views of the National Parks virtual experience

he unknown has always called to us.

When Major John Wesley Powell

entered into the vast and deep gorge
we know today as the Grand Canyon,
who could imagine the adventures, the
sights, and the new discoveries that awaited
him. Today, we are still planning and
speculating. Each year, we load our boats
and send an expedition down river to
investigate the Colorado River, bringing
back valuable information on plants and
animals. For some species, the prognosis is
good; for others, they stand on the brink of
extinction. The key to it all is the knowl -
edge gathered by the members of the
expedition.

The sixteen-day wildlife research expedi-
tion through Grand Canyon National Park
is important to the park inventory and
monitoring effort as it provides a means of
observing and documenting the health and
dynamics of species living in the canyon.
These inventory and monitoring expedi-
tions provide baseline data to researchers
and staff so they can then make informed
management decisions that will ensure the

preservation and protection of species well

into the future.

The Natural Resource Program Center

(NRPC) teamed up with the 2002 research
expedition in Grand Canyon National Park

to create a virtual experience that high -
lights the many aspects of researching
wildlife in the rugged environment of the
Grand Canyon.

Features

The virtual experience of the Grand
Canyon research expedition was designed
to show what is involved in planning and
conducting a research trip, the types of
data gathered, and what those data can tell

resource managers about life in the canyon.

* Introduction
Watch a video that locates the Grand
Canyon from outer space and shows
highlights of the expedition while listening
to music inspired by the canyon.

* Life in the Canyon

Discover information on the environments

within the Grand Canyon and how those
environments have changed over time.

The Colorado River has carved the
Grand Canyon while winding its way
through northern Arizona. Grand
Canyon National Park was established
in 1919 to protect this amazing
feature. Today, researchers are
learning how wildlife utilizes the
environments in the canyon to ensure
their protection for future
generations. (NPS Photo)

Stretching forever cut by a
river

From the rim for nine miles
our nature unveils

A winding adventure on
Bright Angel Trail

It’s the Grand One

It’s the Grand Canyon...

— Jim Salestrom, excerpt from the
song “In the Grand Canyon”

Visit Views of the National Parks online:
www2.nature.nps.gov/Views



Use the interactive map to find out
more about the research being
conducted to preserve and protect
the many unique species found in
and around the Grand Canyon.
Select a specific research topic, or
select a stop along the river to
learn what was studied there.
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An ecosystem approach is being utilized to inventory and monitor the species at Grand Canyon National Park. This provides a more
holistic approach to preservation and protection of such species as Mexican spotted owls, bats, bighorn sheep, mountain lions,
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e Purpose of the Expedition activities for students to complete. A
Learn the importance of these expeditions. Resource CD (under development) pro -
* Logistics vides the text and imagery used in the

Learn about the vast amount of effort that  virtual experience, and also contains the
goes into planning an expedition like this answer keys to the activities.

one. Discover the planning, funding, and
equipment needed for an expedition. Meet

Partner
the researchers and crew members of the artners

It is the role of this wildlife

The support, cooperation and collaboration

expedition as well.
of many people has made the development

* Research

research expedition, and other Listen to scientists as they describe a more of this virtual experience possible. Many

research endeavors, to deter-
mine just how wildlife is
distributed throughout the
Grand Canyon, how the

canyon affects the distribution

patterns, and how manage-
ment actions can help ensure
the preservation and protec -
tion of the life in Grand

holistic ecosystem approach for inventory thanks to

and monitoring of species in Grand

Canyon National Park. Explore the wildlife * Grand Canyon National Park

studies and learn how and where the * The Grand Canyon National Park

research is done. Foundation

¢ Jim Salestrom, musician

e The researchers, boatmen, and
volunteers that went on the expedition

e Maria Lauer, educator

* Goals
Learn how information is gathered on
research expeditions influences the writing
of park management plans and help staff

rotect and preserve the many species
P P yop Contact us

. within the park.
Canyon National Park. . Grand Canyon National Park
* Challenge your understanding Flaine Leslie - Assistant S intendent
— Elaine Leslie, Wildlife Biologist, Test your understanding of wildlife éme €s dl € (-Ih slslls ant superintendent,
Grand Canyon National Park expeditions in a series of activities. anyon de Lhelly

elaine_leslie@nps.gov

Visit Grand Canyon National Park online:
www.nps.gov/grca

(928) 674-5500 x225

Teacher Resm‘lrces o ) RV Ward - Wildlife Biologist
The Teacher Guide for this virtual experi- rv_ward @nps.gov
ence provides lesson plans and activities so (520) 638-7756

teachers can incorporate this valuable

information from the Grand Canyoninto  vjews Project

their curricula. The National Teaching Bruce Nash - Project Manager
Standards resource has information about bruce_nash@nps.gov
which science and social studies standards (303) 987 - 6697

can be met using this virtual experience.
The Activities resource contains the
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