
78 PARK SCIENCE • VOLUME 32 • NUMBER 2 • WINTER 2015–2016

Fiege, M. 2011. Toward a history of 
environmental history in the national parks. 
The George Wright Forum 28(2):128–147.

. 25 March 2015. Elegant conservation: 
Rediscovering a way forward in a time of 
unprecedented uncertainty. Wallace Stegner 
Lecture, Montana State University, Bozeman, 
Montana, USA.

Higgs, E., D. A. Falk, A. Guerrini, M. Hall, J. 
Harris, R. J. Hobbs, S. T. Jackson, J. M. 
Rhemtulla, and W. Throop. 2014. The 
changing role of history in restoration 
ecology. Frontiers in Ecology and the 
Environment 12(9):499–506.

Kaczynski, K., and D. J. Cooper. 2014. Post-fire 
response of riparian vegetation in a heavily 
browsed environment. Forest Ecology and 
Management 338:14–19.

National Park System Advisory Board Science 
Committee. 2012. Revisiting Leopold: 
Resource stewardship in the national parks. 
National Park System Advisory Board, 
Washington, D.C., USA. Available at  
http://www.nps.gov/calltoaction/PDF 
/LeopoldReport_2012.pdf.

Robin, L., S. Sörlin, and P. Warde. 2013. The 
future of nature: Documents of global 
change. Yale University Press, New Haven, 
Connecticut, USA.

Sibold, J. S., T. T. Veblen, and M. E. González. 
2006. Spatial and temporal variation in 
historic fire regimes in subalpine forests 
across the Colorado Front Range. Journal of 
Biogeography 33:631–647.

Whisnant, A. M., M. L. Miller, G. B. Nash, and 
D. Thelen. 2011. Imperiled promise: The 
state of history in the National Park Service. 
Organization of American Historians, 
Bloomington, Indiana, USA.

About the author
Mark Fiege (Mark.Fiege@colostate.edu) is 
a professor of environmental history with 
the Public Lands History Center, Colorado 
State University, Fort Collins, Colorado.

Inspiring the future:  
The next 100 years of research 
and learning at Rocky Mountain 
National Park

AFTER A CENTURY OF RESEARCH 
and resource stewardship in Rocky 
Mountain National Park, we have 
learned from our successes and mis-
takes. We know better than ever that 
the way forward is through persistent 
investment in science and people to 
build understanding and coalitions of 
support for difficult decisions that lie 
ahead of us. We have learned that sci-
ence literacy among park staff, citizen 
scientists, visitors, and communities 
cannot be taken for granted. We appre-
ciate better that concepts of adaptive 
management and organizational learn-
ing can be difficult to understand and 
implement. The sooner we embrace 
these concepts as integral to our man-
agement, however, the more successful 
we can be. We have learned that inclu-
siveness and integrating the public—
from youth to retirees—into our work 
make us a more resilient organization. 
We know that to conserve species and 

systems in the park we must work with 
others beyond park borders to include 
landscapes and continents far from our 
daily experience. To understand a way 
forward with clarity we will benefit sig-
nificantly by discovering the history of 
how we arrived at where we are today.

The area we know as Rocky Moun-
tain National Park has been used by 
people for more than 10,000 years as a 
place of re-creation. It became a park 
because the people thought it was 
worth protecting. As we look toward 
the future we will be most successful if 
we embrace the idea that the biosphere 
is forever intertwined with the ethno-
sphere. As ambassadors of science and 
stewardship, we have endless oppor-
tunities to inform the values that drive 
the protection of Rocky Mountain and 
to make a difference.
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