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Outdoor recreation management duo

and soil compaction, excessive noise, light pollution, and looting
of cultural artifacts. The solutions oﬀered cover a range of management tactics: the development of eﬀective educational programs
and informational materials; innovative design of trails, campsites,
facilities, and services; use of rules, regulations, and zoning; and the
equitable allocation of and access to particular kinds of activities.
The ﬁnal section discusses a set of best practices to guide management of outdoor recreation in the national parks and elsewhere.
The book is published by CABI, Cambridge, Massachusetts.


SOFTWARE

Rocky Mountain Wildﬂowers

SOCIAL SCIENTIST AND PROFESSOR OF RECREATION MANagement Robert Manning of the University of Vermont has published a couple of books in the past two years that park managers
may ﬁnd useful. The ﬁrst, released in 2011, is the third edition of
Studies in Outdoor Recreation: Search and Research for Satisfaction. For 25 years this work has served as an important reference
for park and recreation managers and a standard text in college
courses. It reviews social science research on outdoor recreation
and synthesizes it into a body of knowledge that not only provides a
historical perspective on the research but also further develops the
practical management implications of this knowledge. This edition
is fully revised to reﬂect current research and new ﬁeld concerns.
A new chapter examines the emerging issue of sense of place and
its relationship to outdoor recreation. The book concludes with 20
principles to guide outdoor recreation management and research.
An extensive bibliography of nearly 2,000 entries and a related appendix help guide readers to valuable primary source material. The
book is published by Oregon State University Press in Corvallis.
The second work, written with Laura E. Anderson, a postdoctoral
associate with the Rubenstien School of Environment and Natural
Resources and Park Studies Laboratory at the University of Vermont, examines strategies for managing outdoor recreation in ways
that protect the integrity of park resources and the quality of the
visitor experience. Organized in three parts, the book is both theoretical and practical in its approach. Part I outlines potential impacts from outdoor recreation, describes the range of management
strategies and practices that can be employed, and develops a series
of matrices to help guide management choices. Part II analyzes 20
case studies of successful outdoor recreation management in the
national parks. They exemplify a wide variety of contemporary
issues from many parks: crowding, road congestion, visitor safety
around wildlife, protecting water quality, trampling of vegetation

THERE’S AN “APP” FOR THAT TOO. HIGH COUNTRY APPS
has developed an inexpensive ($5) mobile ﬁeld guide called
“Colorado Rocky Mountain Wildﬂowers.” Designed for the
tablet, smartphone, or Kindle, the app functions without a phone
signal and is well-suited to ﬁeld use. Like a traditional ﬁeld guide,
it features color photos, drawings, descriptive information, range
maps, and a key for identifying plants. It diﬀers in the ﬂexibility
you have to construct your own plant lists or locate particular
species, which you do by selecting parameters from a master list
that includes size, habitat type, leaf shape, ﬂower color, and status
as a native, invasive, or noxious species, among many others.
The resulting plant list changes as you modify your selections.
To browse a plant list you tap a small photo of a species to reveal
illustrations of that plant’s features and a range map, or you can
choose to view full descriptive information and related facts
about the species. Another useful feature is the ability to alphabetize the lists by common or scientiﬁc name or by family group.
Picture quality and variety are good and the information is based
on botanical authorities. Other educational features are diagrams
of ﬂower parts and leaf characteristics, a glossary of botanical
terms, a description of plant families, and user help. The app can
be updated as new information becomes available. The developers have plans to increase the app’s functionality for scientiﬁc
ﬁeld uses, including developing a ﬁeld notes feature, a way to save
user-built plant lists and log users’ photos with GPS location information, and the ability to output data. All told, the application
features photos of 530 species of wildﬂowers, ferns, shrubs, and
trees with an additional 150 species described but not illustrated.
Coverage is from the foothills to alpine life zones throughout
the Rocky Mountains of Colorado, Wyoming, eastern Utah, and
Montana. The developers have also released similar applications
for wildﬂowers of the Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks
regions and the Wasatch Mountains of Utah. They welcome
feedback from users.
—Jeff Selleck

