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Research in a Nutshell
This effort summarizes research findings into an easy-

to-read and accessible format so that readers can decide
whether the more detailed publications are relevant to
their objectives. The Research in a Nutshell series includes
brief overviews of selected Leopold Institute research
projects that highlight research results and management
implications and list associated publications or products.
These web-based summaries are also available at
<http://leopold.wilderness.net/resapp.htm>.

Vita Wright, Research Application Program Director, Aldo Leopold
Wilderness Research Institute, vwright@fs.fed.us.

USGS WESTERN ECOLOGICAL RESEARCH
CENTER PUBLICATION BRIEFS

Resource managers may be interested in publication
briefs from the USGS Western Ecological Research
Center (WERC). Briefs are posted at <www.werc.usgs.
gov/pubbriefs/index.html>, in some cases along with a
copy of the scientific publication. The briefs provide
nontechnical summaries of research findings published
in recent scientific articles by WERC scientists. The
briefs emphasize management implications of the
research, provide the researcher’s contact information,
and supply the publication citation.

Currently posted briefs cover plant diversity and fire
effects, assessing alien plant threats and setting priorities
for managing problem species, potential effects of atmos-
pheric nitrogen deposition on alien annual plants, alien
plants and fire in desert tortoise habitat, introduced
species and their missing parasites, Native American
impacts on fire regimes, and human disturbance of
shorebirds. Resource managers who have a potential
interest in the implications of the research may request
publication briefs to be mailed to them with a copy of the
publication.

Western Ecological Research Center is one of 18 cen-
ters of the Biological Resources Division of the U.S.
Geological Survey. Scientists and staff are based in offices
located throughout the Pacific Southwest. Scientists
focus on cross-regional issues, so research is neither geo-
graphically nor client-restricted. Researchers use broad
syntheses, systems analysis, and applications of nontradi-
tional approaches to serve clients’ needs, including eco-
logical research, monitoring and technology develop-
ment, and basic biology and modeling. Scientists at the
center have expertise in various taxonomic and ecologi-
cal disciplines, such as herpetology, conservation biology,
wetlands ecology, and ecological restoration. They also
have specialized abilities and experience in techniques
and methodologies such as geographic information sys-
tems (GIS), radio and satellite telemetry, and amphibian
monitoring.

A NEW WEBSITE ABOUT SCIENCE IN THE
NORTHEAST REGION

A new website is available where users can access
information about ongoing research in national parks in
the Northeast Region and read or download the final
technical reports. The URL is currently
<www.nps.gov/phso/ science>, but will change to
<www.nps.gov/nero/science> (with an interim period
where users of the first address will be directed to the new
address). This user-friendly site describes new projects as
they are funded and summarizes the progress of on-going
projects. Ultimately, the final report goes on-line in PDF
format. The final reports will become a large on-line
library where users can easily access the wealth of infor-
mation being generated by research in the parks in the
Northeast Region. Take a look!

Betsie Blumberg, Writer-Editor, Penn State University, bmb4@psu.edu.

WEBSITE WORKS TOWARD EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION FOR FIREFIGHTERS AND
FIRE MANAGERS

The organizations comprising the wildland firefighting
and fire management community are fragmented, and as
such do not always work effectively together to achieve
common goals (First Annual National Wildland Fire
Policy Summit, final report, 2002; available at <http://
www.iawfonline.org/pdf/Final_Report_from_2002_Policy
_S.pdf>). Intentionally or not, the International
Association of Wildland Fire (IAWF) has launched a
website that responds to this problem. The website
<http://www.iawfonline.org/> takes strides toward more
effective communication and potentially more effective
working relationships within the wildland fire community.

The IAWF website links to the National Park Service’s
fire and aviation “FireNet” site <http://www.nps.gov/fire/
index.htm> and many sites of other agencies, associa-
tions, fire consortia, and fire crews, as well as sites for
kids and sites with photos. It also provides links to publi-
cations about fire; documents and reports; trainings,
workshops, and conferences; employment; and research
sites. Moreover, fire simulation models and reports,
detection and remote sensing sites, structural fire and
emergency medical system sites, weather forecasts, air
quality, and fire danger information are listed and linked.

The International Association of Wildland Fire is a
nonprofit, professional association representing members
of the global wildland fire community. The purpose of
the association is to facilitate communication and pro-
vide leadership for the wildland fire community. Working
to fulfill their purpose, the IAWF website also provides
information about upcoming national and international




