National Fossil Day Summary
NRPC Geologic Resources Division
Erica Clites

This document, created by a National Park Service (NPS) volunteer, was made possible by the
Geoscientists-In-the-Parks (GIP) Program and its partners. Documents created through the GIP
Program are intended to address a variety of park-identified needs including: resource
management, education and outreach, interpretation, inventory and monitoring, and research.
GIP products are generally not peer-reviewed. Quality may vary significantly, and the product
may not be finalized. Specific information may have been redacted in the document to protect
proprietary information regarding cultural and paleontological sites, and threatened and
endangered species locations.

Views and conclusions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the National Park Service, The NPS-Geologic
Resources Division, and its partners. Mention of trade names or commercial products does not
constitute endorsement or recommendation for use by the National Park Service.

Documents and related materials are filed with the National Park Service-Geologic Resources
Division, and with NRPC Geologic Resources Division. Contact NRPC Geologic Resources
Division for additional information. Cite this document as:

Clites, Erica. National Fossil Day Summary. Geoscientists-In-the-Parks document,
2010-GRD. National Park Service, Denver, Colorado.

Please be aware that products produced under the GIP Program do not authorize the collection
of, or damage to park resources. The NPS specifically prohibits the damaging or collecting of
natural, cultural, and archeological resources on federal lands under 36 CFR 8§2.1.



National Fossil Day
October 13, 2010

W ¥ The National Park Service and the American Geologica
NATIONAL Ingtitute are partnering to host the first National Fossil Day on
YFOSSIT, DAY October 13, 2010 during Earth Science Week. Nationa Fossil
Day is a celebration organized to promote public awareness and
- stewardship of fossils, as well asto foster a greater appreciation

of their scientific and educational value.

" This year’ s Earth Science Week toolkit includes a* Fossils of

the National Parks’ poster, featuring a map showing more than

228 parks managed by the National Park Service that contain
EXPLORE - LEARN - PROTECT fossils. The poster also includes a“How to be a Paleontol ogist”

& L classroom activity.

Fossils discovered on the nation’s public lands preserve ancient life from all major eras of
Earth’ s history, and from every major group of animal or plant. In the nationa parks, for
example, fossils range from primitive algae found high in the mountains of Glacier
National Park, Montana, to the remains of ice-age animals found in caves at Grand
Canyon National Park, Arizona. Public lands provide visitors with opportunities to
interpret afossil’s ecologica context by observing fossilsin the same place those animals
and plants lived millions of years ago.

National Fossil Day activitieswill also highlight fossil fuels to correlate with thisyear’s
Earth Science Week theme, “Exploring Energy” (http://www.earthsciweek.org/).

National Fossil Day is being promoted through partnerships with professiona
organizations, government agencies, and other groups. Supporters include the Arizona
Museum of Natural History, the Association of American State Geologists, the
International Palaeontological Association, the Museum of Western Colorado, National
Association of Geoscience Teachers, National Earth Science Teachers Association
(NESTA), National Park Foundation, National Parks Conservation Association,
Palaeontol ogical Association, Paleontological Research Institution (PRI), Paleontological
Society, Science Museum of Minnesota, SEPM, Society of Vertebrate Paleontology, the
University of California Museum of Paleontology, Utah Friends of Paleontology and the
Waco Mammoth Site. Representatives from NESTA and PRI are also assisting with
planning.

On October 13, paleontologists and park rangers will share fossil discoveries at special
events nationwide and explain the importance of preserving fossils where they are found,
so that everyone can share a sense of discovery! To learn more, visit the National Fossil
Day website (http://nature.nps.gov/geol ogy/nationalfossilday/) or send a message to
National _Fossil_Day@nps.gov. Join in the celebration of National Fossil Day today!



	GRD_2010_GIP_Clites_NFDSummary
	GRD_2010_GIP_Clites_NFDSummary

