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•	 NPS manages 84 million acres in 394
units. Nearly 1 in 4 NPS units have caves, 
and 1 in 3 contain mines that can provide 
habitat for bats and other organisms.

•	 Nation-wide about 40 species of bats 
occur in NPS units, including 7 species 
that are Federally listed as threatened 
or endangered and numerous other 
species that are State listed. Bats have 
important ecosystem functions including 
roles as insect-eaters, pollinators, and 
seed dispersers, as well as serving as prey 
themselves.  

•	 In states where WNS has been detected 
to date, NPS units are home to numerous 
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The National Park Service (NPS) preserves, protects, and shares the legacies of treasured resources set aside 
by the American people as the national park system. In meeting this mission, the Service exercises its mandate 
for wildlife management in NPS units. White-nose syndrome (WNS) is threatening bat conservation as well as 
visitor use of some recreational caves and enjoyment of bats in NPS units.

How is NPS addressing 
white-nose syndrome?What is at risk from white-nose syndrome?
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•  Guidance issued to parks by the NPS Deputy
    Director recommends that in parks where
    cave visitation is allowed, access to caves requires
    a permit or tour ticket and visitors must be scre-
    ened prior to cave entry and gear disinfected as
    necessary.	
 
•  Commercial cave operations (i.e., guided tours)
      in parks where WNS has not been detected, such
      as Mammoth Cave and Carlsbad National Park,
      remain open. 

 

 

 
 

 

	
•    NPS has focused efforts on educating millions
      of visitors about cave ecosystems, bats, and the 
      potentially devastating impacts of WNS.  For ex-      
      ample, Mammoth Cave National Park has devel-
      oped a WNS information booth, educational pos-
      ters, and a video that provide information to over
      450,000 cave visitors per year, and Great Smoky
      Mountains National Park, which does not offer
      cave tours, has produced a WNS podcast that is 
      available online. 
	
•	 Supporting WNS research through 

surveillance, 
research sites and research assistance at NPS units.

•	 NPS wildlife veterinarians are providing 
wide coordination on WNS surveillance and 
management, and partnering with other Federal
State agencies in national coordination efforts.

•	 The NPS Office of Public Health has 
the following  statement on WNS:
The human health risk from WNS is unknown 
but appears to be low.  No human illnesses to
date have been associated with contact or 
exposure to WNS-infected bats or caves.  Ad-
ditional research is necessary to further explore
potential human health risks associated with
WNS. 

species of insect-eating bats, including 
4 species that are endangered. WNS 







 

•	 NPS units welcome over 270 million 
visitors per year. Caves are the primary 
attraction at some national parks such as 
Mammoth Cave and Carlsbad Caverns, 
and wild caves are a secondary attraction  
at numerous NPS units.
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