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From the Editor
Back to basics

After a very busy 2011 and early 2012 in which we published three 
thematic issues, we return to the seasonal fare that is our staple. I want 
to thank the many authors who waited patiently to have their work pub-
lished in this edition as we bypassed a planned seasonal issue late last year 
in order to devote a second theme edition to the topic of climate change 
science, which was overfl owing with good material. Along with the recent 
issue on wilderness science and management, those three thematic issues 
were among our most popular editions ever. We are beginning to plan for 
a thematic issue to be published about a year from now in which we will 
explore biodiversity discovery work in national parks. In the interim we 
will be getting back to basics and publishing several seasonal issues that 
strive to share useful and interesting examples of applied park research.

I invite your participation in fi lling out the pages of the upcoming 
fall, winter, and spring (2013) editions with pertinent reports of science 
applications to national parks. I encourage you to share research sum-
maries, case studies, features, international and domestic park fi eldwork 
experiences, and other types of articles with our readers. Please see the 
Park Science Web site for article type descriptions and page 4 of this issue 
for contributor deadlines. You can also e-mail or call me with any ques-
tions or ideas you have regarding preparing an article for Park Science. I 
look forward to hearing from you.

This issue explores a wide variety of topics and issues that I think 
you will fi nd enlivening and infl uential. As editor I feel especially satisfi ed 
when an issue not only explains the research process and fi ndings that 
form the foundation of usable knowledge, but also shares the personal 
side of the story, whether it be through descriptions of fi eld survey experi-
ences, park exploration, laboratory work, photography, project manage-
ment, school programs, or consultative teamwork. These articles refl ect a 
broad network of highly motivated, creative, and smart individuals who 
are hard at work on behalf of our national park conservation goals.

—Jeff  Selleck, Editor

Park Science is a research and resource management 
bulletin of the U.S. National Park Service. It reports the 
implications of recent and ongoing natural and social 
science and related cultural research for park planning, 
management, and policy. Seasonal issues are published 
usually in spring and fall, with a thematic issue that 
explores a topic in depth published annually in summer 
or winter. The publication serves a broad audience of 
national park and protected area managers and scientists 
and provides public outreach. It is funded by the Associate 
Director for Natural Resource Stewardship and Science.

Articles are fi eld-oriented accounts of applied research 
and resource management topics that are presented in 
nontechnical language. They translate scientifi c fi ndings into 

usable knowledge for park planning and the development 
of sound management practices for natural resources and 
visitor enjoyment. The editor and board review content for 
clarity, completeness, usefulness, scientifi c and technical 
soundness, and relevance to NPS policy.

Article inquiries, submissions, and comments should 
be directed to the editor by e-mail; hard-copy materials 
should be forwarded to the editorial offi ce. Letters 
addressing scientifi c or factual content are welcome and 
may be edited for length, clarity, and tone.

Facts and views expressed in Park Science are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily refl ect opinions or policies 
of the National Park Service. Mention of trade names or 

commercial products does not constitute an endorsement 
or recommendation by the National Park Service.

Park Science is published online at http://www
.nature.nps.gov/ParkScience (ISSN 1090-9966). The Web 
site provides guidelines for article submission, an editorial 
style guide, an archive and key word searching of back 
issues, and information on how to subscribe or update 
your subscription.

Though subscriptions are offered free of charge, voluntary 
donations help defray production costs. A typical donation 
is $15 per year. Checks should be made payable to the 
National Park Service and sent to the editorial offi ce 
address.

http://www.nature.nps.gov/ParkScience
mailto:jeff_selleck@nps.gov
http://www.nature.nps.gov/ParkScience
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