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Sabellastarte spectabilis

Featherduster worm, Fan worm

Threat scores
1. Ecological impact
o Fouling organism; ecological impacts are unstudied but pre-
sumed to be minimal.
2. Invasive potential
e Afouling organism requiring assisted transport to expand al-
ien range.
3. Geographic extent
e Locally patchy

Geography and Habitat

1. Origin: Red Sea and Indo-Pacific

2. Firstintroduction: 1946

3. Notnoted in the Hawaiian biota until after World War II. R. W. Hiatt collected it in 1946 at Halape, Hawaii, from a
wide variety of coastal habitats.

4. Disturbed areas, coral reefs, coastland, marine habitats

5. Shallow depths, especially in dredged areas that receive silt-laden waters. Reef pockets/crevices,under boulders in
quiet waters, open tide pools, tidal channels exposed to heavy surf.

Invasion Pathways
1. Hull/Surface Fouling
e Accidental probable
o Unintentional, probably as fouling on ships hull.

Non native locations
1. 152- Hawaiian Islands

Sources

1. Molnar, Jennifer, et al. 2008. “Assessing the global threat of invasive species to marine biodiversity.” Frontiers in
Ecology and the Environment. 6 (9), pp. 485-492.

http://conserveonline.org/workspaces/global.invasive.assessment
http://www2.bishopmuseum.org/HBS/invertguide/species/sabellastarte_spectabilis.htm
http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?speciesID=2531
http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/missions/2o01omonument/images/blog_imgs/o1_invert_sabellastarte _spectabilis_lrg.ipg
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