Marine Invasive Species Us. Department of the nterior

Natural Resource Stewardship and Science

Ctenopharyngodon idella

Grass carp

General
1. Herbivorous freshwater fish, high tolerance for salinity

Geography and Habitats
1. Native: Russia
2. Introduced: All states (except Alaska, Maine, and Rhode Island)
3. Habitats
o Found in lakes, water courses, large rivers, reservoirs
o Sub-tropical and temperate climates, temps o - 33°C, salinities up to 10 ppt, but reported as capable to toler-
ating much higher salinities

Invasion Pathways
1. Authorized and unauthorized stockings

Sources
1. http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=369&fr=1&sts=sss&lang=EN
2. http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?speciesID=514
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