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Threat Scores
1. Ecological Impact

 Known to have caused ciguatera poisoning in French Polynesia
and elsewhere in the Indo-Pacific region, some have also been
reported from Hawaii

 In Hawaii, the peacock grouper has undergone significant pop-
ulation growth and has been recorded as one of the most domi-
nant near-shore coral reef predators around the main Hawaiian
Islands (Morris, 2009)

 “Consumption of the standing stock biomass of the reef fish
community by peacock grouper now exceeds 11%; thus, they
are likely altering community structure” (Morris, 2009)

2. Geographic Extent
 Locally patchy

3. Management Difficulty
 Established
 No known controls in marine environment

Geography and Habitat
1. Native: Indo-Pacific
2. Introduced: Hawai’i, Florida
3. Habitats

 Marine habitat, coral reefs
 Found from tide pools to depths of at least 40 m
 Prefers the 1 - 10 m reef zone

Invasion Pathways
1. Stocking in open water as food and game fish
2. Pet, aquarium, and water garden trade - intentional release probable

Non-Native Locations
1. 70- Floridian
2. 152- Hawaiian Islands
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Cephalopholis argus
Peacock hind, Blue spotted grouper, Argus hind, Parrotfish
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