
There will be a DFHP 
meeting on 16 November 
2010, from 8:00AM to 
5:00PM at Moab Valley 
Inn, Moab, UT. All DFHP 
Steering Committee and 
Partner At-Large members 
are encouraged to attend. 
Topics on the agenda are 
DFHP Operating Structure 
Review, 2011 Priorities for 
DFHP Operations  and 
Management, Science and 
Data behind DFHP 
(overview of Science and 

Data Committee Work in 
2010, Updates on Lower  
Colorado River Threats     
Assessment, Coordinating 
with National Fish Habitat  
Action Plan (NFHAP)        
Science and Data            
Committee, Desert Fish   
Habitat Assessment), and a 
presentation on “Fisheries 
Operating Needs System 
(FONS) and How It Works.” 
Please RSVP to DFHP      
Coordinator, Kayla Barrett, if 
you plan on attending. 
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The Foskett Spring speckled 
dace, Rhinichthys osculus 
ssp., is represented by a sin-
gle population that inhabits 
Foskett Spring on the west 
side of Coleman Lake 
(Warner Lakes sub basin) in 
Lake County, south-central 
Oregon. Foskett speckled 
dace was listed as threat-
ened under the federal En-
dangered Species Act in 
1985. The Foskett speckled 
dace became isolated in 
Foskett Spring at the end of 
the Pluvial period, approxi-
mately 10,000 years ago.  
Foskett Spring is a natural 
spring that rises from a 
springhead pool, flows 
through a narrow spring 
brook into a series of shallow 
marshes, and then disap-
pears into the soil of the nor-
mally dry Coleman Lake. A 
second population in Dace 
Spring, located approxi-
mately 0.8 kilometer south of 
Foskett Spring, was estab-
lished in a large cattle trough 
in 1979-1980; however the 
introduction failed due to lack 
of suitable spawning habitat.  
In 1987, the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) 
acquired, through exchange, 

the 65 hectare parcel of land     
containing Foskett and Dace 
Springs. Both sites were 
fenced to exclude livestock.  
The population of the feder-
ally listed Foskett speckled 
dace was monitored by Ore-
gon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s Native Fish Investi-
gations Project in 2005, 
2007, and 2009 and appears 
to be healthy and near carry-
ing capacity. Examination of 
length-frequency data sug-
gests that multiple age-
classes are present and 
presence of young-of-the-
year fish provides evidence 
of recent recruitment. Habi-
tat, although limited, was in 
good condition at Foskett 
Spring.  However, encroach-
ment by aquatic macrophytes 
is limiting population abun-
dance.  Proposals to in-

crease the quantity of open 
water habitat at Foskett 
Spring and to create a refuge 
population at Dace Spring 

were planned.  In 2009, a   
cooperative project between 
the US Fish and Wildlife  
Service (USFWS), BLM, and   
Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (ODFW) was 
completed. This project cre-
ated two permanent pools at 
Dace Springs. In 2010, 
ODFW introduced 50 dace 
from Foskett Spring into    
these pools at Dace Spring 
to reduce the risk of             
extinction and aid in recovery 
of this species.   

Foskett Spring Speckled Dace: Establishing a Refuge Population at Dace Spring 
Story and pictures provided by Paul Scheerer, ODFW, DFHP Steering Committee Member 

Largemouth Bass Virus is Finito! 
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Foskett Spring Pool 

Foskett Speckled Dace 

Foskett Speckled Dace in Spring 
 Pool 

Good news! Arizona’s Bubbling Ponds State 
Fish Hatchery and Native Fish Research and            
Conservation Facility are free of Largemouth 
Bass Virus. On October 15, Department staff               
received word from the Washington Animal 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory that all the lots 
of fish submitted from the hatchery had tested        

negative for the virus. Earlier this year, the 
hatchery had received some Gila topminnow 
from Dexter National Fish Hatchery and   
Technology Center, so Department staff had 
halted all stockings of fish from Bubbling 
Ponds Hatchery pending the test results. 

Story provided by Jeff Sorensen, AZGFD, DFHP Executive 
Committee 



naturally occur in only a frac-
tion of their historic range.   
    
Habitat loss and alteration and 
the introduction of non-native 
fishes have contributed to    
declines in natural populations 
of these two species. Both 
topminnow and pupfish are 
listed under the federal       
Endangered Species Act. 
    
Gila topminnow and desert 
pupfish provide natural vector 
control, effectively preying on 
mosquito larvae and helping to 
control mosquito-borne         
illnesses. As native fishes, 
they pose fewer threats to   
other native species sharing 
the same habitat than         
non-native mosquitofish. 
    
“Topminnow and pupfish are 
the native solution to mosquito 
control,” says Sorensen. “They 
make good neighbors.” 
    
For additional information on 
the center, visit 
www.az.audubon.org. To learn 
more about the Gila topmin-
now or desert pupfish, visit 
www.azgfd.gov. 

PHOENIX -- Two endangered 
species of native fish became 
the newest residents to the 
outdoor ponds at the Nina   
Mason Pulliam Rio Salado 
Audubon Center. Nearly 500 
desert pupfish and 550 Gila 
topminnow were released   
yesterday into the center’s 
ponds as part of a program 
aimed at allowing private land-
owners to participate in the 
conservation of threatened 
and endangered species.    
   
The Arizona Game and Fish 
Department is working to es-
tablish new populations of   
these fish at large, secure 
ponds in an effort to build up 
the populations for future 
stockings. The Audubon   
Center ponds are expected to 
produce thousands of topmin-
now and pupfish each year. 
 
“Thanks in part to support 
from the Heritage Fund, we 
are working with our partners 
to re-establish these rare    
native fish across their histori-
cal range in Arizona,” says 
Jeff Sorensen, native fish and 
invertebrate program manager 
for the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department. “The fish we re-
leased this week should pro-
vide us with offspring that can 
be used to re-establish the 
species in new locations.” The 
release was part of the Safe 
Harbor program that allows 
non-federal landowners to  
actively participate in the     
recovery of these endangered 

fish by providing sites to     
establish populations of the 
species in areas where it no 
longer exists. The Audubon 
Center is the tenth participant 
enrolled in the program.    
     
“Audubon Arizona is excited to 
provide a safe harbor for these 
native Arizona fish,” says 
Cathy Wise, Audubon Arizona 
education director. 
    
The release was carried out 
through a cooperative effort 
between the USFWS, Arizona 
Game and Fish Department, 
Audubon Arizona, Phoenix 
Zoo, City of Phoenix, and the 
Desert Botanical Garden.  
 
The outdoor ponds at the 
Audubon Center were        
constructed using a grant from 
the Heritage Fund. The      
Heritage Fund is a voter-
passed initiative that was 
started in 1990 to further wild-
life conservation efforts in the 
state, including protecting en-
dangered species, through 
Arizona Lottery ticket sales. 
 
Although once common 
throughout most of the Gila 
River basin, the Gila topmin-
now and desert pupfish now 

Endangered fish find a new home at the Rio Salado Audubon Center 
Story and pictures provided by Jeff Sorensen, AZGFD, DFHP Executive Committee Member 
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Safford, Ariz. – BLM Director 
Bob Abbey presented the 
Secretary of the Interior’s 
Partners in Conservation 
Awards to four outstanding 
BLM-coordinated partnerships 
at a special ceremony on 30 
September. One of those 
partnerships, Arizona’s Native 
Fish Conservation and     
Restoration Partnership, is 
based in southeastern         
Arizona and led by BLM     
Safford Field Office fisheries 
biologist, Heidi Blasius.     
Members of this collaborative 
effort include the Bureau of 
Reclamation, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Arizona 
Game and Fish Department, 

The Nature Conservancy,   
City of Safford, Desert Fishes 
Council, Desert Fish Habitat 
Partnership, University of    
Arizona, Arizona State      
University, U.S. Forest       
Service, and numerous      
individuals. These partners 
have worked together for the 
past several years to protect 
and enhance native fish      
populations, with a special 
focus on public lands       
managed by the BLM Safford 
Field Office. The Secretary of 
the Interior’s Partners in   
Conservation Awards honor 
partnerships that promote the 
conservation of America’s 
cherished landscapes,       

preserve natural and cultural 
resources, bring innovative 
approaches to resource   
management, and engage 
diverse entities, including 
youth, in accomplishing the 
mission of the Department of 
the Interior.    
 

Arizona Partnership Receives National Award 
Story Provided by Bureau of Land Management, DFHP Partner 

Kayla Barrett circulated 2011 DFHP     
pre-proposals and their regional rankings 
to DFHP Steering Committee on 1     
September 2010.  An ad hoc committee 
(Dan Dauwalter, Jeanette Haegele,     
Jennifer Fowler-Propst, Krissy Wilson, 
Jeff Sorensen, Jon Sjoberg, and Gary       
Garrett) ranked the proposals and made          
recommendations to the DFHP Steering 

Committee on 1 October 2010.  The full 
DFHP Steering Committee reviewed by 
teleconference on 12 October 2010.  The 
DFHP Executive Committee co-chairs will 
send a letter indicating DFHP’s prioritized 
and ranked proposals to the USFWS  
representative.  The USFWS rep will then 
forward the list of proposals to the 
NFHAP Board. 

DFHP 2011 Project Proposals 

NFHAP NEWS 

The second draft of the National Fish Habitat Action Plan (NFHAP) Initial Assessment has 
been circulated to Fish Habitat Partnerships for review.  As requested, the DFHP Science 
and Data Committee provided edits on the second draft document and Stephanie Carman, 
Acting Chair for DFHP Science and Data Committee, submitted to respective personnel.  
 
The National Fish Habitat Board held a meeting in Portland, OR on 12-14 October 2010. 
DFHP members that attended (not necessarily all of the meeting) were Kathryn Boyer 
NRCS, Dan Shively USFWS, Bob Clark USFWS, and Robin Schrock USGS.  

Heidi Blasius, DFHP Executive 
Committee Member pictured 

 

Fish get fighting chance in springs 
near Willcox, AZ 



  
cards, brochures and/or 
handouts, etc.  
 
Kayla Barrett is entering 
Lower Colorado DFHP     
project proposals into 
USFWS Fisheries               
Operational Needs System 
(FONS).  Kayla contacted   
personnel to enter in DFHP 
project proposals for Basin 

 Funding Opportunities 

and Range and Rio Grande. 
The deadline for entering 
projects into FONS is 19   
November 2010. 
 
If anyone on the DFHP 
Steering Committee or     
Partners at Large has 
changed their contact         
information, please contact 
Kayla Barrett to update it. 

Kayla Barrett will be serving 
on the NFHAP                  
Communications Committee. 
 
Kayla Barrett is requesting 
any DFHP partner state to 
send informational materials 
to her so she can include 
these in her booths at     
meetings. Such items can 
include posters, pictures, fish 

 D F H P C o o r d i n a t o r  

 DFHP Framework 

The Executive Committee 
members have initiated a    
formal review of the DFHP 
Operating Structure set forth 
in the Framework for          
Strategic Conservation of  
Desert Fishes. This effort is 
intended to bring the DFHP 
Operating Structure up-to-
date. The initial edits were 
made by Kathryn Boyer, 
Stephanie Carman, Jennifer 
Fowler-Propst and Kayla   
Barrett to clarify who is on the 

steering committee and   
keeping the numbers to a 
manageable level, distribute 
work/involvement, and bring 
the stated operating structure 
in line with reality. A copy of 
the Operating Structure was 
circulated by Kayla Barrett to 
the DFHP Steering           
Committee to edit. The       
received edits were compiled 
and an ad hoc committee 
(Stephanie Carman, Dan 
Dauwalter, Jeff Sorensen, 

and Kayla Barrett) sorted 
through the comments. Many 
valuable comments were   
received and the document is 
greatly improved. A draft that 
includes edits has been       
circulated to DFHP members 
so they can review before the 
16 November 2010 DFHP 
meeting in Moab, UT. The 
DFHP Steering Committee 
will discuss and finalize on 
Operating Structure revisions 
at the DFHP meeting. 
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The National Fish and      
Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 
have announced Bring Back 
the Natives (BBN) funding               
opportunity. This funding     
opportunity is for projects with 
interest in restoring,                
protecting, and enhancing   
native populations of            
sensitive or listed aquatic 

species, especially on lands 
on,  or adjacent to, federal  
agency lands. The deadline 
for BBN pre-proposals is 14 
January 2011 and full         
proposals deadline is 18 
March 2011. The new RFP 
should be on NFWF’s website 
(nfwf.org) after 1 November 
2010.  This is a great          

opportunity for DFHP to get 
additional funding for          
projects.  
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FUN NEWS 
The Desert Fish Habitat Partnership would like to welcome Craig Paukert! 
Craig will be the liaison between the DFHP and the Science and Data team of the         
National Fish Habitat Action Plan. The purpose of this position is to be the direct contact 
on science matters with the DFHP and the Science and Data team. The National Board 
would also like input on how each FHP plans to use the national fish habitat assessment 
so feel free to contact Craig of how (or if) the DFHP plan to use the fish habitat               
assessment. 
 
Craig is the Unit Leader of the USGS, Missouri Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research 
Unit at the University of Missouri. His research focuses on conservation of river and 
stream fishes in the Southwest and Midwest. In the past he has worked for the Grand 
Canyon Monitoring and Research Center in Flagstaff, Arizona, and currently has several 
research projects related to conservation planning of fishes in the Colorado River Basin, 
and humpback chub recovery in Grand Canyon. 

Upcoming Events 

Desert Fish Habitat Partnership Meeting, Moab, UT 
16 November 2010 

Host hotel is Moab Valley Inn, Moab, UT 
 

Three Species Meeting, Moab, UT 
17 November 2010  

 

Desert Fishes Council Meeting, Moab, UT 
18-21 November 2010 

Host hotel is Moab Valley Inn, Moab, UT 

 

World Wildlife Fund Meeting, Tucson, AZ 

7-9 December 2010 

Field Trip to Colorado River Delta, 9-10 December 2010 
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For More Information: 

Kayla Barrett, Desert Fish Habitat Partnership Coordinator  
kayla_barrett@fws.gov 
P.O. Box 39 
Pinetop, AZ 85935 
928-338-4288 
 

www.nature.nps.gov/water/DFH_partnership.cfm 
To learn more about the Desert Fish Habitat Partnership, please visit our      
website. 
 

www.fishhabitat.org  
To learn more about Fish Habitat Partnerships, please visit the National                                 
Fish Habitat Action Plan website. 
 

 
 
 

 

DFHP Purpose: To conserve aquatic habitat in the arid West for desert fishes 
and the American people by protecting, restoring and enhancing these unique 
habitats in cooperation with and in support of, state fish and wildlife agencies, 
federal agencies, Native American tribes, conservation organizations, and   
individuals. 
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