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Grade: Kindergarten
Length: 50 minutes

South Dakota Content Standards
♦  Kindergarten Life Science: Students will recognize similarities and
differences in diverse species.

♦  Kindergarten Life Science: Students will compare size, shape, and
structure of living things.

Primary Theme
Studying and restoring the mixed grass prairie ecosystem and
humans’ relationship to it will help us understand the changing
grassland ecology of the Midwest, and ensure the protection of this
fragile and remarkably diverse ecosystem.

Materials
♦  Vanishing Vistas poster

♦  Badlands National Park pictures

♦  Puzzles

♦  Fossil travel box

♦  Assortment of stuffed animals, pelts, and antlers
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Procedure
1.   Introduce Badlands National Park.

2.   Hand out picture of Badlands National Park to each student. Ask
what they see in the picture. You should get a variety of responses.

3.   Show the Vanishing Vistas poster. Talk about prairie animals with
the help of some of the props (stuffed animals, pelts, and antlers).

4.   Arrange the students in small groups. Pass out puzzles for them
to assemble.

5.   After students complete the first puzzle, compliment them, and
give them a few fossils to look at.

6.   Distribute the Titanothere puzzles for the students to assemble.

7.   Reiterate the important resources of Badlands National Park.


